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Feed LineFeed Line
GARA - WeÕre putting the ÒSparkÓ back in Amateur Radio©

Please turn to page 7 ---->
  During Hurricane Katrina, the president
of the United States wanted to confer with
the mayor of New Orleans. However, all
centralized communications systems,
including military ones, were down.

  The solution? Volunteer amateur radio
operators, also known as Òhams,Ó relayed
the messages. Being decentralized, often
with independent power supplies, hams
initially were the only people who could
get messages through.

  Hams typically have been the first to
report from disaster areas. Then they have
remained on the air even after
infrastructure collapses have silenced
others.

  Now, a small but nationwide group of
hams has formed Hams For Action.
Founded on July 10, the advocacy group
strives to assure that hams will retain their
historic capacity to provide emergency
communications Òwhen all else fails.Ó

  HFAÕs first step was mailing an
information package to every board
member of the American Radio Relay
League, which speaks for the ham
community in general. HFAÕs second step
was filing a Petition for Rulemaking with
the FCC, seeking partial and conditional
overrides of bans on ham antennas by

Empower Amateur Radio Operators to Help by Moderating Neighborhood Antenna Prohibitions

by Don Schellhardt, KI4PMG

Hams Strive to End Antenna Bans
homeownersÕ associations (HOAs),
restrictive covenants and landlords.

  Economics Professor Ron Cheung of
Florida State University, in an analysis of
HOAs, reports that at least 50 percent of
all new housing in America is controlled
by HOAs. Unfortunately, nearly all of the
HOAs ban all ham antennas.
  Similar prohibitions by landlords add to
the impact.

Self-imposed disconnections

  Most HOAs, covenants and landlords
do not regulate external ham antennas Ñ
 they ban them completely. Even small,
unobtrusive antennas are forbidden.

  These total antenna bans function as total
prohibitions against ham radio. They deny
to neighborhoods any coverage by the one
emergency communications system that
works Òwhen all else fails.Ó

  The impact is not geographically uniform.
Although HOAs are spreading, they are
still most common in the newer suburbs
of larger urban areas. Apartments are still
most common in more developed portions
of urban areas. Because hams generally
have found that apartments bar them from
installing any outdoor antennas, the
combined effect of the two restrictive
forces is to impair ham radio most
pervasively in and around large urban

areas Ñ the same places that are the
likeliest targets for terrorism.

Next Meeting
Happy Holidays from GARA!

The next meeting of the Greensboro Amateur Radio Assoc. will be November 27, 2006 at the Golden
Corral Steak House off Wendover Ave., in Greensboro. This will be our annual election night. See
page 2 for a list of those nominated for officers. Bring you pencil - we donÕt have fancy voting
machines. (hihi)ARRL Section Manager Tim Slay, N4IB, will make a presentation about ARRL
activities. There is no December news letter.

Special to the Feed Line

When:  December 14th, 2006
(Thursday) Note of the day change.
Time:    7:00 p.m.
Where:  Bonnie Kay's Seafood
Restaurant,  222 Spur Road,
Greensboro

Gary Hastings, KE4IAN, will again
provide the musical entertainment.
He says he has something different
planned for us this year which everyone
will surely enjoy. We hope Jim and
Aletha Sheets will also be in attendance
for additional seasonal music for all.

Directions: Randleman Road south
of Greensboro. Go past the South Elm
Street intersection; next road to left is
Spur Road, at the flashing caution light.
Bonnie Kay's is about 1/4 mile on right.

Please bring canned goods which
will be donated to the Greensboro
Urban Ministry.

Annual "Hams"
Christmas Get

Together
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Ham Happenings
briefsNEWS
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Tom Forrest, N4GVK, editor of the
Feed Line, was recently featured in the
High Point Enterprise. Tom, who is a
veteran newspaper photojournalist,
photographed the November 14,1970
football action between East Carolina
Univ. and Marshall Univ. This was to be
the last games played by the Marshall
football team. Shortly before the plane
was to land in West Virginia, it crashed at
7:37 pm, killing all on board. Tom still
retains his press pass used in that game
along with the original Associated Press
photos sent that tragic night.

Area Hams, SK

Yancey Stone Cecil, KD4WG, died
October 23, at his home in High Point.He
was a former officer with the High Point
Amateur Radio Club and chief engineer
with radio station WHPE and also radio
station WNOS when it  first  aired.

Phillip Edward Wylie, N4DTJ ex
KG4QHO, 53, of Greensboro, passed
away on Saturday, October 28, 2006, after
a long illness.

Our sympathy is extended to the families
of these amateurs.

In other family news

Get well to Breanna Collins, 14,daughter
of Dave Collins, KE4IAF. Breanna was
recently injured when she fell from a horse.
She suffered a cracked skull. Dave reports
sheÕs doing much better, but still
undergoing some testing.

We also want to remember Marion
Allred, XYL of Al Allred, K4ZKQ, who
is healing from surgery.

Additional best wishes to Pegi Mauldin,
N4JBM, who is undergoing chemotherapy
for breast cancer. Pegi is XYL of Bill
Maldin, WG4R.
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Also on the Òget well listÓ is Gloria
Thompson, K4GWT, mother of Chris
Thompson, K4HC, who recently had heart
surgery and is at Moses Cone. ChrisÕ father
Walt Thompson is K4WCT.

Weldon Fields, W4AJT, had surgery
November 8, to remove a tumor from his
kidney. Last reported he was in Wesley-
Long Hospital and doing well.

November 12, 2006

The following Board members were
present: John Doggett, KI4BMS; Arch,
KT4AT; ÒAlÓ Allred, K4ZKQ; Roy Smith,
N4BYU; Rudy Langley, KG4HCT and
Tom Forrest, N4GVK. One visitor, Chris
Thompson, K4HC.

Reports:
John welcomed everyone to the meeting

and thanked the board for their work for
2006. John opened a discussion about the
direction of GARA and ways we can
improve our attendance at meetings. A
lengthy discussion was held with all
members offering ideas and opinions for
the coming year. Part of the discussion
included ways of making improvements
to the meetings and meeting locations and
setting goals for the club in order to attract
new and younger members.

Finance Chairman Al, K4ZKQ, gave his
report stating all was OK.

The secretatyÕs report was given by Tom,

N4GVK. Tom said the web site had was
recently noted in the SERA Journal by
NC column editor Mike Lewis, WA4KE,
ÒGARA recently upgraded their website
and I must say, it was very well done.Ó
The news letter was gradually growing in
size and the ÒMeet the MemberÓ column
will return in January.

Rudy, KG4HCT gave the vice
presidentÕs with continuing comments
about the clubÕs direction for 2007.

Engineering Chairman Arch, KT4AT,
made his engineering report about fall
tweaks to the UHF repeater and he gave
an update on the D-Star system. A more
detailed report is printed in the November
Feed Line.

Trustee and Operations Chairman Roy
Smith made comments about once again
creating membership packets for members.
There was some discussion and further
planning would be considered.

The meeting adjourned at 8:35pm

GARA Board Meeting

If you know of someone that is sick, an
interesting story about a local Ham, or
a Ham that has recently become a Silent
Key, please let us know so we can
include this in our monthly column or
maybe a feature story. Send your
infomration to the Feed Line Editor
T o m  F o r r e s t ,  N 4 G V K ,
n4gvk@bellsouth.net

Send Us Your Stories

President: John Doggett, KI4BMS
Vice-President: Chris Thompson, K4HC

Treasurer: Ernie Wall, NC4EW
Secretary: Greg Spencer, KG4UQV

Financial: Al Allred, K4ZKQ
Engineering Chairman: Carlton OÓRork, N4DFA
Operations: 2 nominations - vote for only one:

Roy Smith, N4BYU
Bob Mays, KE4MOW

Members at Large: Clark Doggett, KG4HOM
Tom Forrest, N4GVK

Nominations will be taken from the floor at the meeting. Be sure to check with a person first prior
to nominating them.

Nominated Officers for Election
at November 27 Meeting 4r



GARA Meeting Minutes
Regular Meeting
October 23, 2006

The The regular meeting of the
Greensboro Amateur Radio Association
was held Monday evening
October 23, 2006 at the
Guilford County EMS facility
located on Meadowwood St.

President John Doggett,
KI4BMS, called the meeting to
order.

The minutes of the previous
meeting were approved as
printed in the ÒFeed Line.Ó

John also requested three people
to serve as the nominating
committee to select a slate of
offices for the upcoming
election. Charles Lyons, NT1J;
Larry Pike, KI4PRT and Greg
Spencer, KG4UQV said they
would serve.

Allen Bradley said he needed volunteers
for the Challenge Clash Soccer
Tournament November 18th & 19th. He
had some people already, but still needed
some more.

T o m  F o r r e s t ,  N 4 G V K ,
webmaster/secretary, reported all was fine,
and he still needs input for the newsletter
and web site.

The president announced the following
events:

Lunches: Mondays, 11:00 at JakeÕs Diner,
and Fridays, 11:00 at the K&W Cafeteria
on Holden Road;

Coffee: Fridays, 8:00 pm at Starbucks
Guilford College.

The program for the evening was on "Haz-
Mat" and was presented by
Steve Marks, KE4FCW. of the
Guilford Co. Office of
Emergency Management.
Steve, along with fellow "Haz-
Mat" team member Jon
M a t l o c k ,  K E 4 I A M ,
demonstrated the Guilford
County "Haz-Mat" unit,
showing members some of the
equipment and suits used
d u r i n g  a  " H a z - M a t "
emergency.  Steve also
reviewed the Emergency
Response Guidebook and
explaining to members what
to look out for as amateur radio
operators, during a "Haz-Mat"
emergency. The members
thanked Steve and John for a

great presentation.

The meeting adjourned 8:10p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Tom Forest, N4GVK, Secretary
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Steve Marks, KE4FCW. of the Guilford Co. Office of Emergency
Management, explains the countyÕs ÒHaz-MatÓ response unit
to GARA members.

Steve Marks, KE4FCW. of the Guilford Co. Office of Emergency
Management, shows some of the equipment used in a ÒHaz-MatÓ
situation.

Rudy Langley, KG4HCT holds up one of the
ÒHaz-MatÓ suits.

Tom Forrest, N4GVK | GARA

Tom Forrest, N4GVK | GARA

Tom Forrest, N4GVK | GARA

Join in on the fun ....

Renew you membership in GARA for 2007




