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NEXT MEETING - ELECTION NIGHT
The next meeting of the Greensboro Amateur Radio Assoc. will be
November 26, at the Golden Corral Steak House, 4404 Landview Dr,
Greensboro, NC 27407, off Wendover Ave, near Sam’s Club.

Motorola Announces $108 Million Takeover Bid for Vertex Standard
(ARRL)According to a press release

issued by Motorola, Motorola USA has
announced its intention to "launch a tender
offer to acquire a controlling interest in
Vertex Standard Co., Ltd." Vertex Standard
is the parent company of Yaesu.

Upon successful completion of the
tender offer and subsequent restructuring
process, Motorola will own 80 percent of
Vertex Standard; Tokogiken, a privately
held Japanese company, controlled by
current president and CEO of Vertex
Standard Jun Hasegawa, will retain 20
percent, forming a joint venture.

The total purchase price for 80 percent
of the outstanding shares on a fully diluted
basis will be approximately ¥12.3 billion
(approximately US $108 million). The bid
will start November 6 and end on
December 26. If the bid succeeds, shares
of Vertex would be delisted from the
Jasdaq Securities Exchange in Japan.

According to Dennis Motschenbacher,
K7BV, Yaesu's Executive Vice President
for Amateur Radio Sales in North America,
"I thought that the happiest and proudest
day of my 45-plus years in Amateur Radio
was when I was offered the opportunity
to lead the Yaesu North American sales
effort; however, being able to now
announce this news to my fellow Amateur
Radio operators takes over as the top life
thrill for me!

I am certain the good fortune that put
me in this leadership chair at Yaesu now
promises opportunities for me to do more
for the technological future of Amateur
Radio than I ever dreamed possible. I do
not pretend to know the full extent of the
positive impact this Motorola/Vertex
Standard business arrangement will have
on Amateur Radio -- I just know it is going
to be terrific for all of us who love Amateur
Radio for its public service and

entertainment value, as well as its potential
for us to make lifelong friendships in our
neighborhoods and around the world."

Saying that hams should not expect to
see a line of Motorola Amateur Radio
products, Motschenbacher said he sees
the joint venture between Motorola and
Vertex Standard "as a very good thing for
Amateur Radio in general and Yaesu
customers in particular.

I hope our loyal customers will readily
see this business venture for what it is, an
opportunity to make a solid 50-plus year
old Yaesu company even stronger and
more formable than is already the case.

There is absolutely no reason to have
the slightest concern about equipment
warranties and the continuation of support
for our products. I am really excited to
see what the joint engineering capabilities
of these two huge communications
companies will bring in the way of new
technology advancement for the Amateur
Radio service."

Motorola said that the joint venture
"will develop and sell Vertex Standard
branded products and develop select

Motorola branded products.
The Motorola brand will continue to

focus on higher featured, higher tier
products and continue to utilize existing
Motorola distribution channels. Vertex

Annual
Christmas
Party

The annual  "Ham RadioChristmas
Party" will again be on the second
Thursday of December this year.
Gary Hastings, KE4IAN, and the Old
South Dixieland Band will provide the
entertainment. Remember to bring canned
goods which will be donated to the
Greensboro Urban Ministry.
Be sure to mark your calender as follows:

Thursday, December 13th
7:00 p.m. Bonnie Kay Seafood
Restaurant • 222 Spur Road,

Greensboro, NC  27406

And Happy New Year from everyone at GARA

Happy
Holidays
Happy

Holidays

Remember, annual elections for all club officers happens at the
November meeting. The Nominating Committee is still finalizing
selections, and the slate of nominees will be presented immediately
prior to the election. If you have anyone in mind (or even yourself)
for a position on the board, nominations will be accepted from the
floor prior to balloting. The person nominated must be present and
agree to serve in the position.

I’ll see you there!

                          Chris Thompson, K4HC, GARA Vice President

Please turn to Page 4>

Wow! This
Antenna
really
measures
up!..Page 3

ARES S.E.T on Page 3
Election Time on 11/26
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The regular monthly meeting of
G.A.R.A was held at the Golden Corral
restaurant. The meeting started at 7:15
P.M. with President John Doggett,
KI4BMS, telling about the cruise that he
just returned on with his family.

Vice President Chris Thompson, K4HC,
had a birthday during October, but he
graciously declined to have the club sing
him a song.  Art Johnson, N8FNX, has
had a stroke and is recovering. Art was
one of our past presidents and we wish
him a speedy recovery.

John, KI4BMS, asked everyone to
identify him or herself. The club then
voted to accept the minutes of the last
meeting as published in the newsletter,
the minutes were approved.

Chris, K4HC, stated that we need
someone to head the nominating
committee. We have two had two people
volunteer to be on the committee but both
are fairly new members and neither are
comfortable heading the committee. Chris
spoke briefly about the board members
duties.

Roy Smith, N4BYU, our operations
officer made a motion to table the matter
until the end of the meeting, Chris

seconded and the motion was approved.
Allen Bradley, KD4IUN, spoke about the
soccer tournament coming up on
November 17&18. There will be
approximately 250 matches held on those
two day and Allen needs some more
volunteers to help call in the scores. If you
can help please e-mail Allen at
KD4IUN@arrl.net .

Allen also reminded us that we need to
support the radio exhibit at the Natural
Science Center.  There is a Ham station
exhibit that any licensed amateur may use
at no charge. Just tell the receptionist that
you are a ham and you need the key to the
radio room (which has a long black piece
on the key ring) and you can get into the
center for free. Be sure to log your
beginning and ending time and stay within
your license privileges.

Chris made a motion that a ham wanting
to join the club this late in the year pay the
standard $24.00 dues and have his
membership be good through the end of

2008. The motion was seconded and
accepted.

Our webmaster and newsletter publisher
Tom Forrest N4GVK needs articles for
the website and the feed line.

Chris brought up the subject of the
nominating committee again and said that
we should all contact people in the club
to see if they will serve as a board member.

Chris Thompson, K4HC, gave a
program about a ship named the Marine
Electric, which sank off the coast of
Virginia while he was in the Coast guard.
Chris participated in the recovery efforts
of the crew and he has located a copy of
the original CW SOS call, which he played
for us. He then spoke about the way ships
send distress calls in the past as well as
how it is done now. After a short question
and answer session the meeting closed at
8:15 P.M.

Respectfully submitted by Greg Spencer
KG4UQV GARA Secretary

Become Radio Active!
Join GARA for 2008

Progressive & Active Ham Radio
for The Triad

We are a diverse group of Amateur
Radio operators providing public

service for the Triad area.
If you want to be part of an organization that “Gets It Done”

join GARA. We are planning a great year for
Amateur Radio in the Triad area.

• Get in on the fun! Come visit a meeting and if you decide to join, it’s
only $24 per year. Our yearly membership period begins January 1. Your
 membership supports two top-notch repeaters, a first-class area monthly

news letter, and a frequently updated web site.
• Radio broken? As a GARA member, you have access to a loaner radio

free of charge whenever yours needs to go to the shop!

If you are a renewing member, we appreciate your continued support!
The GARA repeaters are the key support repeaters for Guilford ARES. They also provide

backup for Tiad SkyWarn0.

Greensboro Amateur Radio Assoc. • P.O. Box 7054 • Greensboro, NC 27417

JOINGARA2008
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Joe Leggio, WB2HOL, talks with ARES

members about his “Tape Measure” antenna.

The compact antenna is comprised of

common parts and a metal tape measure

refill, available at most hardware stores. It

can be folded and stored for transport, used

for “fox hunting” or as a hand-held antenna.

Joe’s design has been published in QST  and

is slated to be in the current ARRL Antenna

Handbook. For complete details on making

the antenna visit Joe’s web site at

http://home.att.net/~jleggio/projects/rdf/t

ape_bm.htm or just “Google” “tape measure

antenna”
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At 9:15 on Saturday morning, ARES
held its annual simulated emergency test.

The scenario this year was that a
volunteer rescue worker, played by Dave
Collins, had gone missing while
responding to a call for assistance
regarding a motor vehicle accident.

  Apparently, at 8:05 that morning, the
Summerfield Fire Department, Guilford
county EMS and Collins Rescue Squad
responded to the accident reported to have
taken place at the intersection of Lake
Brandt Road and Highway 150.

The scene was cleared by 8:30, but at
8:45, someone reported that a volunteer
rescue worker had lost contact with him
while responding and never arrived on
the scene or returned home.

It was assumed that the volunteer
worker was missing and was possibly
injured. He was able to make some
occasional transmissions on the 147.555
frequency, but that was the extent of his
communication.

Time was of the essence as his battery
began to weaken, but luckily for him, it
was only a mere 45 minutes until he was
found by Tom & Vashti Forrest, N4GVK
& KA4DGS. Mark Robertson, KG4STP,
was just a couple seconds behind. Vashti
and Mark began a ground search, while
Tom took to high ground to look around.

Simulated Emergency Test - Guilford County ARES Coordinator John Doggett,
KI4BMS (seated) directs participants to various locations during the annual SET
held Nov. 10. Looking on are Mike Kane, KJ4AEA and Harry Faust, WW4HF.

(GARA Photo | N4GVK)

A note on the "truck" indicated he was
out of the vehicle. After a couple of
minutes, he was spotted in the brush
about 50 yeards from the truck.

The simulated emergency test was a
great success with a large crowd
participating to find the poor, lost soul.

I would like to personally thank Harry,

Mike, Tom, Vashti, Mark and Steve because
without them, Dave never would have been
found.

After Dave was recovered, everyone
enjoyed refreshments and discussed the
events that had taken place.  Thanks again
to all those who participated and involved
themselves in the rescue.

Guilford County ARES Simulated Test For Local Hams Success
by John Doggett, KI4BMS
Giilford County ARES Coordinator

This antenna really “measures up”

(GARA Photo | N4GVK)
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Motorola merger  from page 1

KJ4ADW OWEN, SANDRA B
KJ4ADX  WHITE JR, EDWIN C
KJ4ADY  HOOKS JR, THEARON G
KJ4ADZ  MOORE, JOSEPH G
KJ4AEA  KANE JR, MICHAEL J
KJ4AEB    BREDA, DANA M
KJ4AEC  CAMPBELL, RONALD D
KJ4AED  COHOON, GREGORY S
KJ4AEE   WOOD, DWANE W
KJ4AEF  FREEMAN, CHRISTOPHER
KJ4AEG  SHEPHERD, RANDALL B
KJ4AEH  ZANNINI, VINCENT W
KJ4AEI   YOUNG, DWAYNE R
KJ4AEJ  COX, MICHAEL JASON
W5RSQ LAWRENCE S MCCASKILL
N4JLW    JAMES L (JIM) WAYNICK
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Hams In Action During
Mexico Flooding

New Hams
Congratulat ions new Hams!

As a result of the recent classes held, the
following people received their licenses

Standard's strength in the Amateur, Marine
and Airband (Avionics) segments will also
provide Motorola with access to new
business opportunities. In addition, Vertex
Standard's  solutions are highly
complementary with Motorola's products
and will add greater depth and breadth to
Motorola's Government and Public Safety
business."

According to Hasegawa, "The joint

venture will give Vertex Standard access
to Motorola's global distribution channels,
presenting considerable opportunities for
Vertex Standard to drive growth.

We also expect to reduce costs, as we
will benefit from Motorola's global scale
and resources. With Motorola, Vertex
Standard will be stronger and better
positioned to deliver new and innovative
2-way radio solutions for professionals
and consumers around the world."

Motschenbacher said, "There is a unique
aspect of business that comes with
Amateur Radio. It's not just about a radio.
It's the relationship between the ham, the
radio itself and the company that makes
that radio. This relationship in Amateur
Radio is far different than it is, say,
between a buyer of a HDTV, the TV and
the TV manufacturer. The relationship in
Amateur Radio is far more personal and
"bonding", per se.

D-Star may be coming to a P C near
you.  This with word that Maurice
Wheatley, AE4JY, is working on a project
that could allow personal computer users
 to send and receive D-STAR Digital
Voice.

The end product would be a small board
that when plugged into a PC's USB port,
will provide an interface to a DVSI digital
voice vocoder chip.  The idea is to be able
to use a PC and soundcard and listen and
talk to a D-Star voice data stream over
the internet.

Other uses would be to create a
soundcard program that would implement

D-Star On Your PC?

A truly amazing demonstration of why
D-Star will likely replace FM as the local
communications mode of choice is now
posted on YouTube.com.

It comes in two new videos from talks
on D-Star that have been made available
to the public by the San Diego, California-
based Six Shooters Amateur Radio Club.

In the first Cecil Casillas, WD6FZA,
introduces D-Star and explains what it is.
 The second clip shows him demonstrating
the difference between a station using an
analog FM repeater and that same station
coming in via a D-Star repeater on the
same hilltop.

The station assisting in the live, real
time demonstration is Craig Davis,
KM6AW.  What you heard was Davis first
transmitting through an analog repeater
followed by his transmission through a
D-Star repeater on the same hilltop.
Mount Palomar to be exact.

D-Star News
Demo on Youtube

Davis is at the same location, using the
same radio, antenna and power level.  The
only difference is the crystal clarity of the
digital D-Star signal as opposed to the
noise inherent to the analog FM.

Davis also takes the time to demonstrate
the ability to send text messages while
simultaneously transmitting voice over a
D-Star circuit.

Both videos are posted to YouTube.com.
 The exact U-R-L's are
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jA
FlkotDfKQ&eurl
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W
EIIswieLJs&eurl  (San Diego
SixShooters ARC) (Via AR News Line)

the G4GUO HF digital voice modem or
just to use as a low bit rate vocoder for
other VoIP operations.  More is on-line at
http://www.moetronix.com/dvdongle/
and the AE4JY Ham Radio pages atr
http://www.moetronix.com/ae4jy/ ) (Via
ARNews Line)

An update on ham radio relief efforts
in the wake of torrential rainstorms that
have been pounding parts of Mexico's
Tobasco state. Hams have been  operating
24 hours a day using  the Villahermosa
repeater
to support the Civil Defense effort.  This
is because all conventional communication
systems have collapsed.   This includes
the cellular telephone network, Internet
access and even public telephony.   Hams
are also maintaining a National
Emergency Network on 7060kHz in the
40m amateur band.

XE1ROI writing on the Internet blog
of the Radio Experimenters of Tabasco
says that although there had been some
problems with the local VHF repeater, it
operation was re-established on
November 1st.   Since then hams  have
been relying on it for communication in
the Villahermosa area.  That system uses
a receive frequency of 146.910MHz
and a minus 600 KHz transmit offset shift.

Its also reported that two hams in
Mexico, XE1WSR and XE1ULW have
been supporting relief efforts by
coordinating with the Red Cross from
Coatzacoalcos, Veracruz to guide convoys
that have been arriving at the City of
Villahermosa with support for victims.
Meantime, other hams have been
participating in the support of road
convoys that have been providing radio
equipment to the authorities for boats
attempting to rescue victims. (IRSEC)
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It has been reported throughE-ham.net
that at least four UHF repeaters have
terminated their operation. All are in
Massachusetts and located within 30 miles
of the East coast Pave Paws radar site.

The machines now gone are the
Barnstable Repeater on 442.950, the
Dennis Repeater on 443.500, the 443.800
machine at Dartmouth and the Falmouth
Repeater on 444.250 MHz.  Smith adds
that other repeaters,  including the 447.825
system in Coventry, Rhode Island, are
likely soon to follow.

Meantime the ARRL Letter says that the
League participated with the Department
of Defense in a teleconference call on
Wednesday, September 19th, regarding
Amateur Radio repeaters interfering with
the Air Force's Pave Paws radar system.

According to Regulatory Branch
Manager Dan Henderson, N1ND, the

Department of Defense acknowledged
that it has seen changes at some repeater
sites, but not all of them.  He confirmed
that some Massachusetts repeater owners
have volunteered to completely
turn off their systems.  Others have made
changes, but more is needed at both of
the nations two Pave Paws radar sites.

Meantime, the Department of Defense
has identified additional sources of
interference in Massachusetts.  Henderson
says that this was not really unexpected
and is part of what has become an ongoing
project.

He says that the ARRL will begin
working with these repeater owners as
soon as the Department of Defense
provides the League with specific
information.

In California, where more than 100
repeaters are being scrutinized Henderson

said the majority of these systems have
not been mitigated.

That's because the Air Force has not had
a chance to revisit Beale Air Force Base
for new measurements, but it will be
happening soon.

Meantime, reports circulating that a
number of California repeater owners
have decided to take no further action
about eliminating the interference unless
they receive official notice from the
Federal Communications Commission
have proven to be false.

California repeater owner/ operators
appear more than willing to cooperate in
any way necessary, but they need guidance
on what to do next.  As soon as they
receive directives, they will be taken care
of.  Repeater owner operators are usually
good about handling such things. (Via E-
Ham)

UHF Repeaters in Mass. Move Frequency Due to “Pave Paws” Radar Sites

Department of Defense Says Ham Repeaters Interfering

The following list of amateur radio gear
of the late Bill Wray, K4BPH, which is
being sold by his wife, Mary Wray.
If you are interested in any of these items,
you may contact Mary Wray at 674-0081
to make arrangements to see it or them.

1 Johnson Adventurer, $100
1 Calrad Transistor Checker, (67-281),

$10
1 Rotator Mounting Plate, AS-25, for Rohn

25 Tower, $15
2 Coax Relays, coil voltage not specified,

$10 each
1 Recording Amplifier, Audio, $15
1 AM/FM Tuner by Craftsman, $15
1 Magnecorder Tape Recorder, $15
1 Radio Shack SA10 Stereo Amp., $20

1 Micronta Power Supply, 12 VDC @ 8
AMPS., $20

1 R/C Decade Box, $15
1 Magnifier Light (clamp-on), $5 each
1 Bell & Howell Oscilloscope Model 

10D-454C, $25
1 MFJ Tuner, MFJ #989-B, Oct., 2005, 

price $360, sell for $100
1 MFJ VHF SWR/Wattmeter #MFJ812-

B, $20
2 Speakers, 6 Ohms, 5 watts, $20 each
1 Simpson #260 Multimeter, $15
3  Cassette Tape Recorders, no name, $15
2 Clamp-On Desk Lamps, $15 each
1  Receiver, no brand, 550 Khz. thru 10 

Meters, $15
1  Croftmon Audio Amp., 125 watt, 8-16

ohms, $30

For Sale From Estate . . .

November, 2007

1  Roll RG-59/U Coax Cable, 100', $10
1  AM/FM Stereo Tuner, (tube type), $25
1 AM/FM Stereo Receiver, $25
1  Hallicrafters SX-110 Receiver, $100
1 Heathkit Receiver, 80 thru 10 meters, 

$25
1 Hallicrafters Receiver, S38C, $200
1 Heathkit Audio Generator, No. IG-5282,

$15
1 Swan 350 HF Transceiver, with 117-

XC Power Supply for the xcvr, $175
1 30 Watt 4 Ohm Auto Speaker, $10
1 Ten Tec Keyer, Model KR-5A, $20
1 MFJ 8100 World Band Receiver Kit, 

$50
These items are sold as is.  This list was
updated Monday, November 19th.

Amateur Radio and the ARRL received
a significant public relations boost from
the AARP this week.

Promoting life-long learning for their
members, Susan Ayers Walker wrote
"Finding Your Hobby Online" for the
AARP Web site. What's the first and most
prominent activity listed to keep the mind
active and functional?

Amateur Radio! Here's what the article

AARP Endorses Amateur Radio
had to say: "Long before the internet was
created, the Amateur Radio network was
the way people from all over the world
could connect.

Amateur, or Ham, Radio operators
created vast social networks by talking
long distances.

It is this linkage of radio enthusiasts
that is ready to help communication flow

in case of a disaster or weather emergency.
The ARRL, the National Association for
Amateur Radio, has an informative
website with lots of news and information,
plus info on getting started or finding a
chapter in your area." You can read more
at:
http://www.aarp.org/learntech/compu
ters/life_online/finding_your_hobby_
online.html  (Via ARRL)
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Area Activities
FOURTH MONDAY – at 6:30 PM, the Greensboro
Amateur Radio Association have their regular monthly
meeting at the Golden Corral, 4404 Landview Dr,
Greensboro, NC 27407, off Wendover Ave, near Sam’s Club.
Please plan to gather at 6:30 PM for dinner. The meeting
is scheduled to start at 7:15 PM

CLUB NETS:

SUNDAYS – weekly at 9 PM, the GARA News and
Information Net. This net features NewsLine and is on
the 145.150, W4GSO repeater. Roy Smith, N4BYU is
always looking for net controls. Contact him if you would
like to help.

THURSDAYS – The Guilford County ARES Net meets
on the 145.150 repeater (100 Hz. tone) at 9 PM.

TUESDAYS – at 8 PM, the 2 Meter SSB Net meets on
144.225 Mhz. USB. Chris Thompson, K4HC is the net
control station.

WEDNESDAYS – The Guilford Amateur Society
holds their weekly net on the 145.250, W4GG repeater
with an 88.5 Hz. tone. Jim Hightower, W4JLH is the net
control.

OTHER ACTIVITIES :

FIRST MONDAY – The Guilford County A.R.E.S.
monthly meeting is held at 1002 Meadowood St. off W.
Wendover Ave, in the EMS building, beginning at 7 PM.

THIRD MONDAY – at 6:30 PM The Guilford Amateur
Society holds their monthly meeting at the Greensboro
Police Western Sub Station at 300 Swing Rd in the
community room. Refreshments at 6:30 PM and the
business meeting begins at 7 PM.

SATURDAYS – at the K&W Cafeteria on Big Tree Way,
hams get together for Saturday Breakfast at 7:30 AM.
Talk-in is on the 145.150, W4GSO repeater, with 100 Hz.
tone.

THURSDAY & FRIDAY –  at 11:15 AM, Greensboro
Hams get together for lunch. Thursday lunch group is
meeting at the K&W Cafeteria off Big Tree Way and a
Friday lunch bunch is at the K&W Cafeteria off South
Holden Road. Talk-in is on the 145. 150, W4GSO repeater
with a 100 Hz. tone.

EVERY FRIDAY – at 8 PM (approximately) Greensboro
Hams get together for coffee at Guilford College (summer
location till Daylight Savings time changes)

FIRST CLASS MAIL


