
Join in on the excitement ...

Turn the page to read more ...

Greensboro Amateur
Radio Association

Providing a public service

Annual Field Day Activities
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Greensboro Amateur Radio Assoc.
P.O. Box 7054

Greensboro, NC 27417

Web site: www.w4gso.org
E-mail: info@w4gso.org

HAM RADIO

“Making friends
            worldwide.”

It’s fun and
exciting

for all ages!

When does GARA meet?
Regular GARA meetings are held on the
fourth Monday of each month.  Most
members meet to dine at 6:30 p.m., then
stay for a club meeting at 7:15.  In recent
years, this meeting has been at the Golden
Corral Restaurant just off of Wendover
Avenue at I-40 Business.  However, this
location is subject to change.  Please contact
us to find out the current location of a
meeting.  You do not have to be a Ham
radio operator to attend.  Please come by
and check us out -- you are always welcome!

Antenna building

Regular GARA meeting



The Greensboro Amateur Radio
Association (GARA) is a volunteer
organization of Amateur Radio operators -
Hams - with diverse interests who share a
common bond, amateur radio. GARA is a
public-service oriented club.

What is Amateur Radio?
It's a hobby, of course.  Ham radio

enthusiasts chat with each other locally, and
with other Hams across the country and
around the world.  Anyone is eligible to
become licensed. No limits are imposed based
on age, gender, nationality or physical ability.
 A Ham station can be as small as a hand-
held unit, or large enough to take up a major
corner in your garage.   There are Hams who
communicate by voice, Morse code(no longer
required), and still others who have adapted
their computer for the hobby.  General
communications are for fun.  The FCC forbids
the transaction of business over the Ham
frequencies.

As part of the fun, Hams get to do some
really neat things.  There are Hams, for
example, who have flown on a space shuttle.
There are Hams who make special trips to
exotic locations just to have a chance to talk
from a unique spot where no other operators
are based,  allowing operators to  enjoy
making the unique contacts.  Many hobbyists
enjoy hooking their radios up to computers.
Scores of Hams enjoy on-the-air competitions,
challenges and contests, competing with each
other for awards and recognition.  And, there
are lots who enjoy maintaining weekly or
monthly on-the-air nets, where they get to
visit with good friends.

The hobby also has a serious purpose.
Ham operators provide valuable public service
assistance.  Whenever there are catastrophic
events, Amateur Radio is often the only
working communication system in a stricken
area.  Hams support local rescue response
teams and law enforcement personnel with
backup communications during emergencies.
They can also be found putting their radios
to work for other civic events.  Hams have
also helped to relay messages between
servicemen and their civilian families.  Public
service is a vital and rewarding part of the
Amateur Radio experience.

Hams tend to be social creatures.  They
are always gathering for lunch, dinner, coffee,
picnics or other outings.  They even plan
special events that allow them to enjoy
themselves and develop their radio skills -
antenna construction parties, "foxhunts,"
Hamfests and regularly scheduled radio "nets"
are all good examples.

Getting your
license

It's never
been easier to
take up the
hobby. The
entry-level
license
involves a
simple
multiple-choice
test.  Study
materials are
generally available
through GARA. Ask a club officer about
availability of a loan or purchase.  While
some folks choose to pursue self-study,
GARA periodically conducts classes. No
prior technical experience is required. There
are questions and answers available from
study guides, to help to build your
knowledge of the material.

After you are licensed - what’s next?
There are lots of ways to become involved

with Ham Radio activities in the Greensboro
area.  GARA members furnish
communications for community events
each year as a public service.  Many GARA
members are also members of Amateur
Radio Emergency Services (ARES)as this
group exists to provide backup
communications in times of emergency.
GARA members participate in the American
Radio Relay League's annual Field Day
exercise which is always the fourth full
weekend in June.  And, lots of GARA
members are active weather spotters,
participating as part of the SKYWARN
network.

Morse Code is no longer required for
“Ham” - Amateur Radio!

See our website:
www.w4gso.org

For information on becoming
 an Amateur Radio operator

contacts us by e-mail:
info@w4gso.org

GARA supports these repeaters:
VHF - 145.150 Mhz. - a tone of 100. Hz.

UHF - D-Star - 442.8625


