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Greensboro Amateur
Radio Association
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Greensboro Amateur Radio Assoc.
P.O. Box 7054

Greensboro, NC 27417

E-mail:  w4gso@excite.com
Web site: www.greensboro.com/hamradio

Discussion Group:
Http://groups.yahoo.com/group/w4gso

Ham radio operators have fun!

Providing communications for Special Olympics

Annual Field Day Activities



The Greensboro Amateur Radio
Association is a club made up of
people with diverse interests that
share a common bond, Amateur
Radio.  GARA is a public-service
oriented club.

What is Amateur Radio?
As an Amateur Radio operator, you can
communicate by two-way radio with other
amateurs, also known as hams, across town
or around the world. Anyone can be a ham
- no matter what age, sex or physical ability.
Ham radio doesn’t have to cost much. Your
radio station can be in the palm of your
hand or take up a corner in your bedroom.
You even get your choice of ways to
communicate, such as voice, Morse code or
by computer data. Ham radio operators are
licensed by the Federal Communications
Commission.

Hams can do some really neat things.
They’ve flown on the space shuttle. Several
astronaut-hams took their radios on missions
and talked to thousands of hams everywhere.
Hams even bounce their radio signals off
the moon! Every day, hams and their friends
send and receive messages by hooking their
radios up to computers. Amateur Radio
satellites relay signals around the globe. On-
the-air contests challenge hams to compete
with others for awards.

Ham Radio operators are also involved in
public service communications. From
catastrophic events like tornadoes,
hurricanes, fires and floods to a local bike
race or walkathon, Hams can be found
putting their radios to work for their
community. Public service is a vital and fun
aspect of being an Amateur Radio Operator.

Hams are also very social creatures, and
we are always getting together for lunch,
dinner, coffee, and other outings from time
to time.

Getting your license
It’s never been easier. The entry-level
license involves a simple
multiple-choice test.
Study materials are
available at Radio
Shack, or a
bookstore. While
some people choose
to self-study, our club
periodically holds
classes lasting from 6-
10 weeks. You do not
need any prior technical
experience to understand the material, and
you will find the questions and answers to
the actual tests at the back of the book.

After you are licensed
There are many ways to get involved in
Ham Radio activities in the Greensboro
area.
Greensboro Amateur Radio Association

members furnish communications for quite
a few community events each year as a
public service.  We participate in the
American Radio Relay League’s annual
Field Day exercise the last full weekend in
June to practice our emergency
communication skills.  Some GARA
members are also members of Amateur
Radio Emergency Services (ARES) and
SKYWARN.

GARA meets every fourth Monday of the
month. Most of our members meet to dine
at 6:30 PM and we
start our meeting at
7:15. Because the
meeting location
may change from
time to time, please
contact us to find out
the current location.
You need not be a
Ham Radio operator to attend. Please come
by and check us out. We would be glad to
see you.

See our website, and
a Yahoogroups discussion forum at
www.greensboro.com/hamradio,

or the discussion site at
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/w4gso


