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NEWINGTON, CT, (ARRL) -- Changes
in international frequency allocations
could force Canada's CHU time-standard
signal on 7.335 kHz to go off the air,
change frequency or get another license
by next spring. The International
Telecommunication Union (ITU) has
reallocated the 7300-7350 kHz band from
"fixed service" to "broadcasting,"
effective April 2007. CHU now operates
there as a fixed service facility. The other
CHU frequencies on 3.330 and 14.670
MHz are not affected. The station has
been including messages in English and
French in its 7.335 MHz transmissions
to solicit information from CHU listeners
and to help shape recommendations
regarding which direction to go.

"On April 1, 2007, CHU needs to stop
operating, change frequencies, or re-
license. Contact radio.chu@nrc.gc.ca or
mail CHU Canada K1A 0R6," the English
version says.

The Institute for National Measurement
Standards at the National Research
Council of Canada operates CHU. The
Institute's Raymond Pelletier explains on
the INMS Web site's CHU page that while
shutting down the 7.335 MHz facility --
"the most useful of the three we use" -- is
the easiest solution, that option "could
create problems for some clients who are
counting on this particular signal."

The other possibilities are that CHU
relicense as a broadcasting facility, change
frequency to a nearby fixed service
channel, which would require an
investment in hardware and manpower,
or shut down operations completely,
Pelletier says.

"To be seriously considered, any of the
above alternatives will need to have a
zero-based budgeting justification
prepared, comparing it against the least
expensive alternative of closing CHU
entirely," he goes on to say. "CHU is
entering a phase where major investment

CHU Canada could move from 7.335 MHz.
in new transmitters will be required if it
is to be kept operating."

Pelletier says that lacking input from

CHU's user community citing the
importance of the service's contribution,
shutting down CHU altogether "is an
i n e s c a p a b l e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n . "

The CHU code is also used as a radio
clock, which can be used as a reference
clock for an NTP time server. Software
drivers have been written that can obtain
the date and time from the code and that
tune a digitally tuned radio to one of

CHU's three frequencies to get the best
signal.
"Be assured that we will try our best to
maintain the CHU service as it is, keeping

t h e  t h r e e
frequencies as
t h e y  a r e , "
Pelletier's plea
concludes.

Canadian time
transmissions
using the CHU
c a l l  l e t t e r s
commenced in
1938 on the
c u r r e n t
frequency, but
the service itself
dates back to the
early 1920s. The
facility changed
to cesium atomic
clocks in 1967.
In  1970  the

responsibility of operating CHU shifted
from Dominion Observatory to the
National Research Council.

CHU invites reception report and will
respond with a QSL card. Send reception
reports to Radio Station CHU, National
Research Council of Canada, 1200
Montreal Rd, Bldg M-36, Ottawa,
Ontario, Canada K1A 0R6 or via e-mail.
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CHU’s transmitters in Canada

Entrance to CHU Canada facility and the transmitter building.


