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NEXT MEETING
September 28
The next meeting of the Greensboro 
Amateur Radio Association will be 
September 28, at the Golden Corral Steak 
House, 4404 Landview Dr, Greensboro, 
NC 27407, off Wendover Ave. near 
Sam’s Club. 

Shelby Hamfest (in Dallas?)
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by Brian Wilson, KJ4LKY
I thought for a change of pace 

and instead of writing my own 
article on the Hamfest in Dallas, 
NC, which everyone calls the 
“Shelby Hamfest,” since it used to 
be held in Shelby, I would peruse 
the internet and see what others 
had to say about this event. What 
follows are quotes from the various 
web sites that people have written 
their opinions and experiences with 
the Hamfest over the 
Labor Day weekend. 
I hope you enjoy:

The WX was 
perfect all three days 
with temps in the 
80s, lots of sun and 
low humidity. This 
was the first time for 
all of us at the Shelby 
Fest. It is a very good 
one. It is quite large 
and there seemed to be a higher 
boat anchor quotient than many 

other fests. Check out 
the photos in this post 
and the following 

(Continued on page 6)

ones too. It was well worth the trip 
and I highly recommend the fest. I 
plan on attending next year.

As Steve said, the Shelby 
‘fest was GREAT! Reminded me 
a lot of the old Hosstraders ‘fests 
at Deerfield when they filled the 
entire fairgrounds. It just went 
on and on and on. We had a spot 
reserved for us in Boat anchor Row 
by Nick K4NYW but didn’t bring 

stuff to sell this time. There was 
stuff galore, an amazing amount 
of equipment, parts, cables, wire, 
tubes... pretty much everything 
you could imagine and more. And 
we got there ‘late’ since we arrived 

Friday. The ‘fest officially 
starts Saturday morning, 
but folks start arriving Tues-
Wed, and Thursday-Friday 
are big days apparently. FB 
as this year was mainly a 
scouting mission so we’re 
better prepared for next year. 

 Shelby was a blast this year! 
I made it down about 2:00pm on 
Friday and set up. Friday night 
was a little bit of a challenge 
though as there was not much of a 
buffer between me and the ground; 

sleep was rough and very 
little. Tent camping for 
older people does require 
an air mattress or cot! 
However, as the sun grew 
a little brighter and a 
few stopped by to chat, 
my crankiness wore off 
and it turned out to be a 
great day. The sunburn 
pain has diminished 
somewhat also. Boat 

anchor stuff was good this year too. 
The amount of CB gear was NUTS! 
Geez, where did all that come from! 
You can’t really rule out ALL of it 
because some of the stuff does have 
some really nice usable parts for HB 
stuff. I managed to score a decent 
shape ARC 5 tx for 5 bux. I did a 
little trading with WA7LYO for a 
BC-342 (am I in trouble here?), 
Acquired another HQ-120 (my 5th 
one in the collection), and found 
a Cannon plug for my ART-13. As 
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The Greensboro Ama-
teur Radio Association held its 
monthly on August 24, 2009, at 
the Golden Corral restaurant 
near I-40 and Wen-
dover Ave. The 
meeting started at 
7:15pm with Chris 
Thompson, K4HC, 
asking everyone 
to identify them-
selves. Chris intro-
duced Allen Brad-
ley, KD4IUN, who 
spoke about GARA’s public ser-
vice support of the Greensboro 
Youth soccer association and the 
upcoming Labor Day Shootout 
soccer tournament. 

Ernie Wall, NC4EW, gave 
the treasury report. He said, 

“Bills are paid, money is in the 
bank and the checkbook is bal-
anced.”

Al Allred, K4ZKQ, 
said that income is ahead 

of forecast and expens-
es are below forecast.

Clark Doggett, 
KG4HOM, said 
the picnic will 
be on September 
26,  at  6:00pm 
at the Doggett 

Compound located in 
Doggettville, NC (Summer-

field). Please contact Clark at 
g4hom@hotmail.com if you are 
coming, so they will know how 
many to expect. 

Ken Weeman, WB2RFK, 
thanked everyone who helped at 
the bike ride in High Point last 
week.

Greg Spen-
cer, KG4UQV, 
said that he has 
three Icom mo-
bile radios for 
sale. For more 
i n f o r m a t i o n , 
please contact Greg via email at 
kg4uqv@arrl.net.

Tom Forest, N4GVK, has 
put up a D-STAR web page. A 
link to this page can be found 
on the GARA home page, 
ww.w4gso.org or at www.w4gso.

org/dstar .
Chris said that the D-STAR 

repeater is working with the gate-
way, but it has had some outages 
periodically due to a computer 
problem. These problems should 
be resolved soon. If you have any 
questions about D-STAR please 
ask someone who has a DSTAR 
radio or check the GARA web-
site.

John Strandberg, AJ4BT, 
spoke about the open house 
which will be held at Hinshaw 
Memorial Methodist Church, 
located on High Point Road near 
Merritt Drive on October 31, 
from 10:00am until 4:00pm.

Chris said we need a nomi-
nating committee for Board 
members and asked for volun-
teers to help serve the club.

Will Ravenell, AI4VE, in-
troduced Rob Wittner, WG5Q, 

who gave an ex-
cellent program 
on building an 
E l e c r a f t  K 2 
transceiver.

Roy Smith, 
N4BYU, made a 
motion to close 

the meeting, and Wayne Herrick, 
K4JO, gave a second. The meet-
ing closed at 8:30pm.

Respectfully submitted by Greg Spen-
cer, KG4UQV, GARA Secretary.

D-STAR = 
“Digital Smart 
Technologies 
for Amateur  

Radio”
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Oregon Governor’s $250,000 
Grant to Amateur Radio
From ARRL

This month, Oregon ARES® 
members will complete the state-
wide installation 
o f  Wi n l i n k , 
t h a n k s  t o  a 
$250,000 grant 
from Governor 
Ted Kulongoski. 
In  2007,  the 
g o v e r n o r 
was impressed by the hams’ 
ability to handle emergency 
communications when severe 
winter storms wreaked havoc on 
Oregon’s North Coast and flooded 
the City of Vernonia, knocking 
out 911 services, Internet and 
phone service for an extended 
period of time. The Oregon Office 
of Emergency Management 
said that during the storms, the 
radio operators were “tireless in 
their efforts to keep the systems 
connected.” When even state 
police had difficulty reaching 
some of their own troops, ham 
radio worked, setting up networks 
so emergency officials could 
communicate and relaying lists of 
supplies needed in stricken areas.

“I’m going to tell you who 
the heroes were from the very 
beginning of this...the ham radio 
operators,” the governor said at the 
time. “These people just came in 
and actually provided a tremendous 
communication link to us.” 
Because of the service rendered 

by Amateur Radio operators 
in providing communications 

s u p p o r t ,  t h e 
g o v e r n o r 
a l l o c a t e d 
funds  for  the 
installation of a 
Winlink system 
t o  i n t e g r a t e 
Amateur Radio 

with the Internet.
The equipment will  be 

installed in the Emergency 
Operating Center in each of 
Oregon’s 36 counties. Once the 
monies were distributed, ARES® 
members researched and purchased 
the equipment that would be 
needed, formalized and signed 
contracts between the state, 
counties and ARES®, 
and allocated space to 
install the antennas 
and equipment within 
e a c h  E O C .  T h e 
project is scheduled 
to be completed in 
time for the 2009 ARRL 
Simulated Emergency 
Test (SET) scheduled for 
October 3-4.

“ U s i n g  W i n l i n k 
equipment and other amateur 
equipment already in place at 
the EOCs, ARES® teams will have 
to quickly create a communications 
network, in some instances without 
depending on other infrastructure 

such as telephones or Internet,” 
said ARRL Oregon Section Public 
Information Coordinator Steve 
Sanders, KE7JSS. “Many will not 
use commercial electric power. 
Despite these limitations, the 
ARES® teams should not only 
be able to quickly pass local 
messages, but also communicate 
with other regions of the country. 
The ability to pass information in 
and out of disaster areas is crucial 
to the effectiveness of emergency 
responders.”

When Oregon’s State Office 
of Emergency Management was 
activated on December 3, 2007, 
hams over the course of the next 

four days used Winlink 
to pass message traffic. 
“The Winlink system 
performed perfectly, 
and the ARES® team 
at the OEM was able 
to pass approximately 
200 messages into and 
out of the State of 
Oregon Emergency 
Operations Center,” 
said Marion County 

ARES Emergency 
Coordinator Dean 
D a v i s ,  N 7 X G . 

“The only mode of 
communications for several 
Oregon counties for the first two 
days of the storm was the Winlink 
system.”

radio operators 
were “tireless in 
their efforts to 

keep the systems 
connected.”
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Items For Sale 
Kenwood TR 7950 - 2 meter rig, 50 
watts output - no tone board - Kenwood 
original fixed station speaker and original 
Kenwood 12 Amp. pwr. supply - $90 
OBO - contact Tom Forrest, N4GVK, 
n4gvk@bellsouth.net or 336-202-8650

Yaesu FT-470 dual band hand held, 
with extras, good battery, manual and 
in good working order. $100 OBO - 
contact Tom Forrest, N4GVK, n4gvk@
bellsouth.net or 336-202-8650

Two Icom 207H dual band mobile 
radios and two Icom V8000 2 meter 
mobile radios that are in excellent condi-
tion. $200.00 each for them. Selling for 
a Ham friend. Contact Greg Spencer at 
kg4uqv@arrl.net 

From the President’s Shack
by Chris Thompson, K4HC
GARA President

From the month before last, 
my IC-7000 has been returned 
f rom ICOM in  Be l l evue , 
Washington, and is now back in 
full operation. The problem was 
a burned driver board and shorted 
UHF final transistor. These were 
replaced under warranty and 
the radio shipped back. While I 
certainly didn’t like being without 
my HF rig for 3-1/2 weeks, the 
fact that it only cost me to ship it 
back to ICOM was a great relief.

The D-STAR Gateway is 
up an operational, with most 
debugging completed. The only 
remaining issue is that DV-
Dongles can’t connect directly to 
the repeater, but troubleshooting 
continues Hats off to Arch, 

KT4AT for his significant work 
in getting our D-STAR system 
up and operational.

To help people get up 
to speed in using the Gateway 
and its capabilities, we held a 
D-STAR Forum on Tuesday, 
August 18th. There were a total 
of 16 attendees, and everyone 
indicated that it was very helpful. 
We also helped program people’s 
radios with a basic template of 
local repeaters and common 
commands for the Gateway. Catch 
one of the D-STAR people at a 
club meeting if you’re interested 
in learning more about D-STAR.

Also as mentioned before, 
elections are rapidly approaching 
for the annual club officers. I 
solicited for people to serve on 
the nominating committee, to help 
in determining a slate of officers 
for the upcoming year. The next 
monthly meeting on September 
28th will be the last opportunity to 
fill this important role. Again, the 
job of the nominating committee 
is to approach individuals to agree 
to run for the various positions. 
Many of the currently serving 
individuals have been in their 
positions for several years, and 
normally agree to continue in 
their roles. However, there are 
also normally a few vacancies 
that will need to be filled. The 
nominating committee reports 
to the club membership at the 
October meeting their proposed 
slate of candidates. The November 
annual membership meeting is 

the election, with additional 
nominations solicited from the 
floor for anyone interested in 
filling a board position. The 
newly elected board briefly meets 
immediately after the election, 
and takes over from any outgoing 
board members. Please consider 
serving on the nominating 
committee, or as a club officer. 
See the club Bylaws to review the 
responsibilities for each position.

The Shelby (Dallas, NC) 
Hamfest was held over Labor Day 
Weekend. This is their second 
year in their new location, and 
the reports I’ve heard indicated it 
was another great success.  Also, 
over Labor Day Weekend, Alan, 
KD4IUN, and Madeline, KE4SVJ, 
led their crew to another successful 
event. If you haven’t helped 
at a soccer tournament before, 
consider helping when Alan seeks 
volunteers for the next one. These 
are low-key events, and you’ll 
get a nifty T-Shirt out of the deal. 
Contact Alan Bradley, KD4IUN, 
if you’re interested.

That’s all for now. Remember 
to keep havin’ fun!

73,
Chris, K4HC

SO
LD

SO
LD
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North Carolina ARES Meeting Agenda
From ARRL

News Briefs That Effect the Ham Community

The fall state ARES meeting 
will be held on Saturday, October 
17, from 9:30am to 12:30pm in 
the Health Sciences Building at 
Western Piedmont Community 
College, 1001 Burkemont Ave., 
Morganton.  The college is off exit 
103 on I-40.  Parking is available 
in Parking Lot 1, near the Sam 
Ervin Library. Talk-in will be on 
the 147.150MHz repeater.

Section EC Bernie Nobles, 
WA4MOK, will be providing an 
update on section ARES activities 
and Western Branch Assistant Sec-
tion EC Paul Robinette, KD4OZI, 
will talk about work in the Western 
Branch.  Central Branch Assis-

tant Section EC Tom 
Brown, N4TAB, 
will cover NC 
Emergency 
M a n a g e -
m e n t ’ s 
new Win-
link sys-
tem.  For-
m e r  N C 
S e c t i o n 
M a n a g e r 
John Coving-
ton, W4CC, will 
present some pre-
liminary results from the state 
digital study.  Section Manager 
Tim Slay, N4IB, will provide an 

update from ARRL HQ 
and offer suggestions 

on the effective 
m a n a g e m e n t 
of volunteers. 
We will also 
have an open 
discussion on 
ARES mem-
bership train-

ing require-
ments.  

L u n c h  i s 
planned afterwards at 

a pizza buffet restaurant 
across from the college.  There’s 
plenty of room so bring a friend 
or two and join us! 

NSC Says Operating Two-Way Mobile Is Safe
From ARRL

The National Safety Coun-
cil says that operating mobile 
does not appear to increase the 
risk of having an accident.

In response to a request 
from the ARRL, National Safe-
ty Council President Janet 
Froetscher wrote back that the 
group has no evidence that us-
ing two-way radios while driv-
ing poses significant crash risks. 
She said that until such time 
as compelling, peer-reviewed 
scientific research is presented 
that denotes significant risks as-

sociated with the use of amateur 
radios, two-way radios or other 
communication devices that her 
organization does not support 
legislative bans or prohibition 
on their use.

The ARRL had written to 
the National Safety Council out 
of concern over the numerous 
state and city laws being en-
acted to ban all but hands free 
cellphone and stop all texting 
by the general public. The fear 
has been that some of these laws 
are so broadly worded that they 

might be interpreted by law 
enforcement or courts as a 
ban on all forms of vehicular 
communications.

While Froetscher com-
ments do not carry the power 
of law, they will be an essen-
tial tool that hams can use to 
obtain exclusions from pro-
posed mobile communications 
bans by cities or states. This is 
because the National Safety 
Council’s findings carry a lot 
of weight with lawmakers at 
all levels of government.
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HAMFEST
Continued from page 1

always, the advice, stories, tall-
tales, and general you-know-what 
that usually goes on at gatherings 
like these is the greatest “find” to 
be had. Time to see and talk to old 
friends and to meet new ones. I can’t 
wait till next year!

(original post) I haven’t been 
to Shelby since about 1987 when 
I went with a friend who lived in 
Greenville, SC.  However, as I 
recall, it’s like “every other” ham 
radio swap meet/convention, in that 
the early bird catches the worm. If 
you’re looking for a “good deal,” 
better be there at sunrise or earlier, 
because by 9:00 AM, the good deals 
are long gone.

(response) I didn’t find that to 
be the case. There were PLENTY of 
“goodies” right on up thru Sunday. 
And people were making those last 
minute deals right on.

For those who “complain” 
about  this or that, or don’t like the 
new location, I remember people 
griping when the ‘fest moved from 
Cedar Park to the fairgrounds! 

Change is inevitable! To 

ME, Biggerstaff 
Park is WAAAY 
more nice that 
t h o s e  H O T 
fairgrounds!!!  
As Guy Fieri 
( s i c ? )  o f 
“Diners Drive-
ins  & Dives 
says, “this is 
MONEY” while 
descr ib ing  a 
p a r t i c u l a r l y 
g o o d  d i s h . 
Those SHADE TREES are worth 
money!!!! Do people ever complain 
about Dayton being “spread out”? 
Well, what if this hamfest expands 
so that you need a golf cart to cover 
it. (I’m talking about a young fellow 
in reasonable health) This park is so 
HUGE, it could happen!!!!!!! 

This year it spread over onto 
the other side of the park. There 
was definitely MORE “goodies” 
available. If you haven’t BEEN in 
the last two years, you don’t know 
what you are saying. And just like 
the fairgrounds, the facilities will 
get better and better, the Shelby club 
will get better and better at running 
the hamfest in the new place!

A n y w a y,  t h e  p a r k  i s 
BEAUTIFUL!!!! 
It is undeniable so 
with rolling, grassy 
knolls, lakes and 
PLENTY of room 
to expand. If you 
want to come next 
year, don’t think, 
“well, by the time 
I get there, all the 
good spaces will be 
taken. NOT SO! I 

just can’t see how you can’t have a 
good time. If you are a camper, or 
RV’er, lots of hookups and getting 
more and more. Tent camper?

Two other local hams and 
I made the 120-mile trip on 
Saturday. We were not disappointed.  
Attendance reminded me of ‘fests 
like Gaithersburg in their heyday. 
Dealer/vendor participation 
exceeded our expectations. There 
was a fair number of HF rigs for sale 
in the tailgate area, and very little in 
the way of old, unidentifiable junk. 
But why do dealers and tailgaters 
still try to sell CRT-type computer 
monitors at these  events? 

O n l y  t w o  c o m p l a i n t s /
suggestions. The tailgating area 
was far too spread out and should 
be consolidated. And there were too 
many golf carts. One of the guys I 
was with was almost run down by a 
golf cart whose driver was scanning 
the tailgate displays instead of 
watching where he was going. Golf 
carts should be only for those who 
are mobility-limited. I expect I’ll be 
back again next year.
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Alpha Radio Products Now RF Concepts
From ARRL

On September 15, Michael 
Seedman, AA6DY, announced that 
his company, RF Concepts, www.rf-
concepts.com , had purchased Boul-
der, Colorado-based Alpha Radio 
Products www.alpharadioproducts.
com . 

Seedman explained in a press 
release www.rfconcepts.com/dear_
alpha_customers.asp that when he 
contacted Alpha to purchase a new 
amplifier, he was “disappointed to 

learn that I would not receive it for 
months.” He was told that as each 
amplifier is made by hand, there was 
not enough shelf inventory to send a 
new one right away. 

Working with Alpha Products 
president Molly Hardman, W0MOM, 
“we created a way to capitalize the 
company in order to put amplifiers in 
inventory for immediate availability. 
Customers will no longer have to wait 
weeks or months to add an Alpha 
product to their station.” Seedman 

said that RF Concepts “will focus on 
shipping our backlog of Alpha ampli-
fiers and building sufficient product 
to ship from stock. 

We will honor our existing 
customer commitments - including 
warranties, customer and technical 
support and repairs - and keep our 
extensive parts inventories to support 
the more than 10,000 Alpha amplifi-
ers in the market.” Hardman will be 
staying on as Vice President of Sales 
for RF Concepts.



The W4VEC
Testing 

Schedule
Oct. to Dec. 2009

October 10, 2009
November 14, 2009
December 12, 2009

Location: #3 Centerview Dr, 
Hickory Building, Greensboro, NC 27407
Time: 9:00am
Contact: Glenda Nicholson
Phone: (336) 674-3810
E-mail: ag4nc@bellsouth.net

OTHER ACTIVITIES :
FIRST MONDAY – The Guilford County 
A.R.E.S. monthly meeting is held at 1002 Meado-
wood St. off  W. Wendover Ave, in the EMS build-
ing, beginning at 7 PM.
THIRD MONDAY – at 6:15 PM The Guilford 
Amateur Society holds their monthly meeting at 
Tex & Shirley’s Restaurant in Friendly Shopping 
Center. Eat at 6:15 PM and the business meeting 
begins at 7 PM.
THURSDAY – at 11:15 AM, Greensboro Hams 
get together for lunch. Thursday lunch group is 
meeting at the K&W Cafeteria, 300 Forum VI 
Mall at Friendly Shopping Center. Talk-in is on the 
145. 150, W4GSO repeater with a 100 Hz. tone.
EVERY FRIDAY – at 8 PM (approximately) 
Greensboro Hams get together for coffee.

FIRST CLASS MAIL

The Official Publication of GARA

Greensboro Amateur Radio Association
P.O. Box 7054
Greensboro, NC 27417
www.w4gso.org

Area Happenings
FOURTH MONDAY – at 6:30 PM, the Greensboro Amateur Radio Association 
have their regular monthly meeting at the Golden Corral, 4404 Landview Dr, 
Greensboro, NC 27407, off Wendover Ave, near Sam’s Club. Please plan to gather 
at 6:30 PM for dinner. The meeting is scheduled to start at 7:15 PM

CLUB NETS:
SUNDAYS – weekly at 9 PM, the GARA News 
and Information Net. This net features News-
Line and is on the 145.150, W4GSO repeater. Roy 
Smith, N4BYU is always looking for net controls. 
Contact him if  you would like to help.
THURSDAYS – The Guilford County ARES 
Net meets on the 145.150 repeater (100 Hz. 
tone) at 9 PM.
TUESDAYS – at 8 PM, the 2 Meter SSB Net 
meets on 144.225 Mhz. USB. Chris Thompson, 
K4HC is the net control station. (Not operational 
present time)
WEDNESDAYS – The Guilford Amateur 
Society holds their weekly net on the 145.250, 
W4GG repeater with an 88.5 Hz. tone. Jim High-
tower, W4JLH is the net control.
TUESDAYS – at 8:30 PM The Triad SkyWarn 
Net meets on the 147.225, K4ITL repeater, no 
tone required.

GARA REPEATERS
145.150 Mhz - minus offset

100 Hz. Tone
442.8625 Mhz. + offset

Digital D-Star
Technical Forum Sundays at 7:30

145.15 repeater

Save The Date
The annual Doggett cookout will be Sept. 26, 
2009. Save the date and plan to attend for some 
yummy BBQ. More information to come.


